THE STORY OF PETERS

newspaper jargon they are, unfortunately for its
victims, mostly true.

No one will ever know the difficulties Dzierjinsky
and Peters surmounted in organising this secret
service or what the cost in money, lives, blood and
work. Peters was given charge of the new foreign
section as he knew and could make contact with
sections of the underworld in nearly all the import-
ant cities in Europe. This, of course, was the fore-
runner of later subversive activities which were
carried on by the Soviet agents in all countries for
the propagation of Communism and the breakdown
of Capitalistic civilisation.

Peters is an extremely clever man and it is likely
that he was chosen for this post by Dzierjinsky
because of the fact that he had had an extremely
unique career in many foreign countries and under
many names and was well known by that strata of
society which we class discontents. He is a daring
schemer against the law, and has proved himself a
match with the police of many lands and always
got away scot-free. It is peculiar that the one who
so many times has defied justice should now be in
the position to dispense the same.

An episode of his career which took place in
England will be interesting to the reader who remem-
bers the much-talked-of Sidney Street Raid in 1911.
Peters, acting his part under the nom de plume of
Peter the Painter, was the leader of an anarchist
gang which had gained an unsavoury reputation and
whose activities had resulted in the sudden transi-
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